Lawton City Council

December 13, 2023
The Lawton city council met in regular session at 5:30pm on December 13, 2023, in the council chambers at 315 Ash St.
Mayor Pedersen called the meeting to order around 5:30pm. Roll call was answered by Heiss, Nelsen, and Saunders. Also
in attendance: city clerk Tricia Jernberg, public works director Justin Dunnington, attorney Ryan Beardshear, Mitch and
Erin Nelsen, Howard Smith, Mike Vermilyea, Travis Ludwig, and WSCO Deputy Brooks.
Agenda: motion by Saunders, second by Nelsen to move general business #2 to last and otherwise approve the agenda
as posted. Motion carried with all voting aye.
Public forum: no comments during public forum.
Sheriff: WSCO Deputy Brooks reported there were 13 calls for service in November. Mayor Pedersen shared a concern
from a resident about traffic not stopping at the stop sign at Linden and E Oak.
Fire: newly appointed fire chief Travis Ludwig shared there were 8 calls in November and vehicle extrication training.
Mayor: Mayor Pedersen shared he received verbal complaints about fireworks and one about chickens, and there will be
a check-in meeting with ISG on January 8 about the sewer project.
Clerk: clerk shared the first draft of the budget has been completed, a FY24 budget amendment will be on the agenda in
January, and council/mayor pay will be issued on December 29",
Public works: director reported the water treatment plant generator has been tied to the Ash St building to be able to
use the community center as an emergency shelter if needed and the 5-year cleaning and inspection for well #5 was
completed.
Attorney: Attorney Beardshear shared attending the IA Municipal attorney’s association’s annual meeting.
Consent agenda: motion by Saunders, second by Nelsen to approve the minutes of the November 8, 2023 regular
meeting. Motion carried with all voting aye. Motion by Saunders, second by Heiss to approve the December
disbursements and November claims for payment and financial reports. Motion carried with all voting aye. Motion by
Nelsen, second by Heiss to approve the utility trial balance and accounts receivable audit report. Motion carried with all
voting aye.
Oath: clerk administered the Oath of Office to recently elected officials Mayor Pedersen and Council Members Kevin
Heiss and Erin Nelson.

Ordinance 2023-01 Amending Chapter 55 Animal Protection and Control Section 55.01 Part 9 and 55.06

Motion by Heiss, second by Nelsen to approve the second reading of Ordinance 2023-01 Amending Chapter 55 Animal
Protection and Control Section 55.01 amending the definition of pet “owner” to add anyone feeding and watering a cat
or dog, feral or otherwise. Motion carried with all voting aye.
Employee health: Motion by Heiss, second by Saunders to approve the renewal of the employee health benefits for
2024. Motion carried with all voting aye.
Student intern: discussion on beginning a student intern program with the LB school. Duties to be limited and
background check completed to ensure safety of city sensitive information. Motion by Heiss, second by Nelsen to
approve the student intern program with the LB school. Motion carried with all voting aye.
Record request: Form was presented to help tracking of public record requests and to establish actual costs associated
with producing records. Motion by Saunders, second by Nelsen to approve use of the form and the costs associated with
producing records to include paper/printing costs, custodian’s time, and attorney’s time if necessary, all to be
determined on a case-by-case basis. Motion carried with all voting aye.
Lighting contest: Motion by Saunders, second by Nelsen to approve the lighting contest for 2023. Motion carried with all
voting aye.
Fireworks: no change to current rules.
Community survey: There were 142 surveys responses. Council reviewed and discussed the results.
With no further business, motion by Heiss, second by Saunders to adjourn the meeting around 6:43pm. Motion carried
with all voting aye.

Jesse Pedersen, Mayor Tricia Jernberg, City Clerk
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