
Lawton City Council 
May 13, 2026 

The Lawton city council met in regular session at 7:30pm on May 13, 2026, in the council chambers 
at 315 Ash St. Mayor Pedersen called the meeting to order around 7:30pm. Roll call was answered 
by Byers, Nelson, Niehus, and Otto.  
Agenda: motion by Otto, second by Nelson to approve the agenda as posted. Motion carried with all 
voting aye. 
Public forum: no comments were made by the public. 
Sheriff report: a Woodbury County Deputy reported 7 directed patrols, 11 calls for service and 7 
other calls in the month of April. 
Fire report: Lieutenant Niehus reported 6 calls for service and hosting rope rescue training in the 
month of April. Also completed a couple controlled burns and had a few members participate in 
pump training. 
Mayor report: Mayor reported sending mowing and nuisance letters to a few properties in town. 
Pedersen also thanked residents for using the Text My Gov app to communicate, and will not be 
tolerating out-of-line behavior from residents at city hall. 
Clerk report: clerk reported three approved building permits (314 E Oak, 414 E Oak, and 410 Pine), 
there were 3 citizen complaints filed, the FY26-27 annual budget has been certified with the county, 
and installation of new security cameras has begun.  
Public works report: director reported having an electrician complete work for security cameras and 
hoist, started an inventory of alley work needed, trees to be removed, and curb and gutter that 
needs done.  
Consent agenda: motion by Niehus, second by Otto to approve the minutes of the April 1, 2026 
Special Meeting, April 1, 2026, Regular City Council Meeting, April 15, 2026 Special Meeting, April 
20, 2026 Special Meeting. Motion carried with all voting aye. Motion by Otto, second by Nelson to 
approve the May disbursements and April claims for payment and financial reports. Motion carried 
with all voting aye. Motion by Otto, second by Nelson to approve the utility trial balance and 
accounts receivable audit report. Motion carried with all voting aye. 
Garbage contract: Bids were received on the sanitation contract from Gill Hauling, Carrier 
Container Company, Waste Management, and G&K Disposal. Clerk opened bids.  
Special event permit: motion by Nelson, second by Byers to approve the LB Family Group’s special 
event permit for Lawton Fest on June 24 through 27. Motion carried with all voting aye.  

Resolution 2026-15 Hiring Seasonal Position 
Motion by Niehus, second by Otto, to approve the recommendation of the hiring committee and 
hire Rodney Hamm at $16.00 per hour for a seasonal part-time position. Motion carried with all 
members present voting aye. 
Welcome sign: Kurt Miene is working on a design to present to council next month. 
Street dance: Mayor Pedersen proposed Steven Bankey & the Flatland Band for the June 26th street 
dance during Lawton Fest. Motion by Otto, second by Nelson to approve the Steven Bankey & the 
Flatland Band contract and to issue deposit payment of $1,500. Motion carried with all voting aye. 

Resolution 2026-13 Transfer of Funds 
Motion by Otto, second by Byers to approve transferring $19,638.01 from the general fund to the 
fire fund for the city contribution of the FY26 fire operating budget. Motion carried with all members 
present voting aye. 
Resolution 2026-14 Agreement for Maintenance and Repair of Primary Roads in Municipalities with 

the IA Department of Transportation 
Motion by Otto, second by Niehus to approve the agreement for the term of five years. Motion 
carried with all members present voting aye. 



Mobile Food Vendors: council discussed mobile food vendors in town and details for a new 
ordinance. Attorney Beardshear presented a draft ordinance and a fee justification memorandum 
for review. More information to be determined at next month’s meeting. 
Engineering agreement: motion by Otto, second by Byers to approve the engineering agreement 
with KC Engineering for the fire station project. Motion carried with all voting aye. 
Garbage contract: Bids were compared and discussed by council. Councilman Niehus left the 
meeting at 8:34pm and joined by phone. After discussions, motion by Otto, second by Byers to 
approve a 2-year contract with Gill Hauling for garbage services, beginning July 1, 2026. Motion 
carried with all members voting aye. 
Drainage ditch: Mayor Pedersen discussed citizens complaints about a drainage ditch between 
Pine St and Cedar St. Mayor Pedersen left the meeting at 8:45pm. Attorney Beardshear will review 
easements and determine the city’s maintenance responsibility. 
Councilman Niehus left the meeting at 8:48pm.  
Christopher Prosch spoke about his election plans and candidate opinions. 
With no further business, motion by Otto, second by Nelson to adjourn the meeting at 8:56pm. 
Motion carried with all voting aye. 
_______________________________________  _________________________________________ 
Jesse Pedersen, Mayor     Tricia Jernberg, City Clerk 
 

City of Lawton Claims & Revenues- April 2026 
ACCO UNLIMITED INJECTION FITTINGS  $             644.74  
BADGER METER WATER READ SERVICES  $               79.44  
BEARDSHEAR LAW LEGAL SERVICES  $         1,547.50  
BOMGAARS CHAINSAW CHAIN&BAR/DRILLBIT  $               83.17  
BRONSON BAR FIRE TRAINING FOOD  $             213.21  
CARBONITE 3 YEAR BACKUP RENEWAL  $             277.31  
CITY OF LAWTON FIRE UTILITIES  $               43.76  
COLLECTION SERVICES CENTR CHILD SUPPORT  $             353.52  
CULLIGAN OF PIERSON WATER  $               38.00  
DANKO INNOTEX RESCUE COAT/PNTS X12  $         9,982.85  
DAY'S DOOR COMPANY SHED DOOR ADJUSTMENT  $         1,235.80  
EFTPS FED/FICA TAX  $         3,447.56  
FOUNDATION ANALYTICAL LAB WATER/WASTEWATER/EFFLUENT TESTING  $             364.25  
G&K DISPOSAL, LLC MARCH GARBAGE  $         7,014.00  
HAKA FIRE & PW FUEL  $         1,622.88  
HOLIDAY INN AIRPORT IMFOA HOTEL  $             237.44  
IPERS REGULAR IPERS  $         2,397.47  
JUSTIN DUNNINGTON PR ADVANCE  $         1,180.00  
LINDBLOM SERVICES INC TREEPILE MONTHLY RENT  $               93.00  
MIDAMERICAN ENERGY UTILITIES  $         3,880.70  
MIDWEST AUTO OF SIOUXLAND FIRE- FUEL PUMP REPAIR/ACSYSTEM&OIL REPAIR  $             716.89  
O'REILLY AUTOMOTIVE FIRE-FILTERS & WASHER PUMP/FUEL&AIRFILTERS  $             236.61  
OSBORNE UNDERGROUND, LLC NEW SERVICE LINE INSTALL  $         2,650.00  
POLK COUNTY SHERIFF GARNISHMENT  $             450.38  
ROAN LANDSCAPING & CONST VEHICLE HOIST  $         1,100.00  



SBW INC DBA ACE ENGINE MOWER BLADE/OILSUPS/FUELSENDER  $             282.42  
SIOUXLAND HUMANE SOCIETY STRAY CAT CARE  $             400.66  
THE RECORD MARCH PUBLISHING  $             210.21  
TREAS ST IA WET TAX 3-2026  $             699.78  
WELLMARK HEALTH INSURANCE  $         2,220.34  
WESTERN IOWA TELEPHONE TELEPHONE & INTERNET  $             529.76  
WRENN'S PLUMBING & HEATIN REPAIR WTR TRMT PLNT  $         2,091.68  

Total Claims by Fund: General $17,473.81, Fire $12,796.17, Road use Tax $2,436.69, Water $11,229.73, 
Sewer $2,388.93 

Total Revenues by Fund: General $147,184.27, Fire $1,278.62, Road Use Tax $11,077.30, Local Option 
Sales Tax $15,732.18, Building 2022 $206.68, Water $12,414.16, Sewer $24,300.36 

 


